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English King, when the whole question was to be
thoroughly discussed.

Probably in order to provide trustworthy materi-
als for this Conference, a Commission was issued by
the Crown early in 1374, charged to inquire into and
secure an exact return of all benefices and dignities
throughout the kingdom in the hands of Italians,
Frenchmen, or other aliens, with their names, incum-
bents, and yearly value. The return was willingly
furnished by the bishops, and it was sent in to the
Chancellor's court. The figures are said to have
caused a good deal of surprise to those who had not
realised how far the alienation of English benefices
had already proceeded.

Two Conferences at Bruges had been arranged for
about the same time. England had asked the Pope,
or at any rate had concurred in inviting him, to
settle the terms of an armistice in Europe; and
for this purpose Gregory sent his legate to preside
over a meeting between John of Gaunt and the Earl
of Salisbury, representing England, and the Dukes
of Anjou and Burgundy. A year's cessation of arms
was agreed upon in June, 1375 ; and the Duke of
Lancaster was instantly twitted at home with having
begged for peace after being beaten in the field.

The ecclesiastics had been waiting for the poli-
ticians to finish. They were originally appointed to
meet on St. John Baptist's Day, 1374, and it was not
until the beginning of August, 1375, that the Com-
missioners were able to set to work. The Commis-
sion included Gilbert of Bangor, who had been to
Avignon in 1873 > Dr. John Wyclif, professor of